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6 months after Capitol assault, corporate pledges fall flat 


By DAVID KLEPPER 

Associated Press 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) — As shockwaves spread across 
the country from the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capi- 
tol, corporate America took a stand against the lies that 
powered the mob. Or so it seemed. 

Dozens of big companies, citing their commitment to de- 
mocracy, pledged to avoid donating money to the 147 
lawmakers who objected to Congress’ certification of 
Joe Biden's victory on the false grounds that voting fraud 
stole the election from then-President Donald Trump. 

It was a striking gesture by some of the most familiar names 
in business buf, as it turns out, if was largely an empty one. 
Six months later, many of those companies have resumed 
funneling cash to political action committees that benefit 
the election efforts of lawmakers whether they objected 
to the election certification or not. When it comes to seek- 
iNg political influence through corporate giving, business 
as usual is back, if it ever left. 

Walmart, Pfizer, Intel, General Electric and AT&I are 
among companies that announced their pledges on 
behalf of democracy in the days after Trump supporters 
stormed the Capitol in a violent bid to disrupt the transfer 
of power. 
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Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., joins Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., right, and the GOP 
leadership talk to reporters about progress on an infrastructure bill and voting rights legislation, at 


the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, June 15, 2021. 
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6 months after Capitol assault, corporate pledges fall flat 


Continued from Front 


The companies contend 
that donating directly to a 
candidate is not the same 
as giving to a PAC that sup- 
ports them. Given Ameri- 
ca’s porous campaign fi- 
nance laws, that’s a distinc- 
tion without a difference to 
campaign finance experts. 
The companies’ argument 
also glosses over the fact 
that, in large measure, they 
did their giving through 
PACs before their pledge, 
rather than to individuals, 
sO IN many cases nothing 
changed. 

“Pledging not to give to 
a certain person doesn’t 
mean that much when 
there are so many other 
ways that corporate mon- 
ey reaches elected offi- 
cials,” said Daniel Weiner, 
a former senior counsel at 
the Federal Election Com- 
mission who now works at 
the Brennan Center for Jus- 
tice at New York University’s 
law school. “These pledges 
are largely symbolic.” 
Walmart’s moral stand last- 
ed three months. In Janu- 
ary, the retail giant said it 
would suspend all dona- 
tions to the 147 lawmakers 
who objected to the elec- 
tion results. But in April, the 
company gave $30,000 to 
the National Republican 
Congressional Committee, 
the party organization that 
supports House Republi- 
cans in elections. 
Two-thirds of those House 
members voted against 
certifying Biden's win. 
Walmart gave an addi- 
tional $30,000 to the House 


committee’s counterpart 
for Senate Republicans, 
the National Republican 


Senatorial Committee. That 
group is led by an objec- 
tor to the election's cer- 
tification, Sen. Rick Scott 
of Florida, who stands to 
benefit from the contri- 
bution along with seven 
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In this Jan. 6, 2021 file photo, violent insurrectionists loyal 
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to President Donald Trump scale the west wall of the the U.S. 


Capitol in Washington. 


other GOP senators who 
also sought fo overturn the 
will of voters. Messages left 
with both committees by 
The Associated Press were 
not returned. In January, 
after the attack, General 
Electric said if would “halt 
donations to lawmakers 
who voted against certifi- 
cation” because “we be- 
lieve if is important to en- 
sure that our future contri- 
butions continue to reflect 
our company's values and 
commitment to democra- 
cy.” But that’s not exactly 
what happened. 

In April, General Electric 
gave $15,000 each to the 
House and Senate GOP 
election groups. 

Likewise, Pfizer pledged to 
susoend contributions to 
Republican objectors for six 
months. But after only three 
months, it gave $20,000 to 
the GOP's Senate group. 
Pfizer sookeswoman Sharon 
Castillo fold the AP that the 
company drew a distinc- 
tion between giving mon- 
ey to individual lawmakers 
and to groups created to 
helo those same lawmak- 
ers. “We just don’t think It Is 
an accurate connection,” 
she said. 

Yet she said Pfizer had no 
commitment from the Sen- 
ate election committee 
that the company’s dona- 
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tion would not be used to 
benefit the eight senators 
who voted against certifi- 
cation. 

AT&I also pledged not to 
give money to lawmak- 
ers who objected, but the 
company sent $5,000 in 
February to the House Con- 
servatives Fund. Company 
spokeswoman Margaret 
Boles said AT&I received 
assurances the money 
would not flow to lawmak- 
ers who objected to elec- 
tion results, though the PAC 
is led by a lawmaker who 
did. Campaign finance ex- 
perts say there’s no way To 
know whether the money 
given to Republican PACs 
will end up directly in the 
campaign accounts of in- 
cumbents who objected to 
the election results. These 
Republican committees, 
like the ones for Demo- 
crats, helo incumbents in 
a variety of ways, whether 
through direct contribu- 
tions or technical and pro- 
fessional helo with voter 
data, advertising and get- 
out-the-vote assistance. 
Moreover, corporate do- 
nations to the party com- 
mittees do not include so- 
called dark money con- 
tributions given to groups 
that are not required to dis- 
close details publicly. Dark 
money Is a favored vehicle 


for corporate Giving. 

“It's completely — frustrat- 
ing from an accountability 
point of view,” Ciara Tor- 
res-Spelliscy, a Stetson Uni- 
versity Law School profes- 
sor who studies corporate 
campaign finance. 

Many of the lawmakers 
who objected to the certi- 
fication leaned heavily on 
the GOP House and Senate 
election committees in the 
oast and can be expected 
to want substantial help 
from them again. 

For the 2020 election, the 
NRCC passed along con- 
tributions to 39 Republican 
lawmakers who later ob- 
jected to the election re- 
sult, compared with 11 who 
did not. Altogether, the 
objectors of Jan. 6 got five 
times more money in total 
last year than did those 
who later voted to certify 
the states’ electoral tallies. 
Pfizer, GE, Walmart and 
other companies  con- 
tacted by the AP said their 
criticism of lawmakers who 
objected to the election 
results stands. 

For other companies, the 
pledges may just be a cyni- 
cal attempt to look good 
in the eyes of the public. 
Few of the companies that 
made pledges tended to 
give big donations to in- 
dividual lawmakers any- 
way, preferring the big 
party PACs or dark money 
groups. Weiner said that 
if Companies were serious 
about using their clout to 
support democracy, they 
would fund efforts to de- 
feat Republican measures 
that would make it harder 
to vote In many states. 

“| don’t think these com- 
panies are giving to these 
groups because they sup- 
ported the insurrection,” 
Weiner said. “They give 
money — and are pres- 
sured to give money — for 
a lot reasons all related to 
their bottom line.” 


Some companies did follow 
through on their pledges. 
Hallmark, for instance, said 
it would not donate to ob- 
jectors — and the record to 
date shows no PAC dona- 
tions by that company this 
year as well as no direct 
giving to the 147 objectors. 
Hallmark also asked two 
objectors, Republican Sens. 
Josh Hawley of Missouri and 
Roger Marshall of Kansas, 
to return direct contribu- 
tions It made to them be- 
fore the insurrection. Cam- 
paign finance records do 
not yet show those refunds. 
Messages seeking com- 
ment from the two senators 
were not returned. 

The money given to Re- 
publican groups by com- 
panies that pledged not to 
support objectors is small 
compared with the huge 
amounts of cash given 
overall. Walmart’s $60,000 
contribution to the GOP 
Senate and House commit- 
tees Is just a fraction of the 
company’s overall political 
spending on both parties, 
which last year topped $5 
million. Companies often 
give money to Democrats 
and Republicans alike as 
they try to cultivate good 
relations with whichever 
party Is In power. The com- 
panies behind the pledges 
are no exception. 

Jan. 6 seemed to shake up 
that calibration. The violent 
images from the Capitol 
were so visceral, the assault 
at the core of American 
democracy so. extraordi- 
nary and the falsehoods 
behind the attack so quda- 
cious that some loyal Re- 
publicans abandoned their 
oresident and denounced 
the objectors in their ranks. 
If the objectors got their 
way, Senate Republican 
leader Mitch McCon- 
nell of Kentucky said that 
fraught night, “our democ- 
racy would enter a death 
spiral.) 
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Biden sees virus ‘independence, but COVID takes no holiday 


By ZEKE MILLER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — After 
nearly six months in office, 
grappling with a pandem- 
ic every step of that way, 
President Joe Biden was 
determined to party. 

"This is a holiday weekend," 
Biden declared on Friday 
as he parried journalists’ 
"negative" questions about 
the ongoing U.S. troop with- 
drawal from Afghanistan, 
‘I'm going to be celebrat- 
Ing If." 

Biden wants Americans to 
celebrate too, after endur- 
ing 16 months of disrup- 
tion in the pandemic and 
more than 605,000 deaths. 
The White House encour- 
aged gatherings and fire- 
works displays all around 
the country to mark — as 
though ripped from a Holly- 
wood script — the nation's 
‘independence’ from the 
VIrUS. 

And there is much to cheer: 
Cases and deaths from 
COVID-19 are at or near 
record lows since the out- 
break began, thanks to 
the robust U.S. vaccination 
program. Businesses and 
restaurants are open, hiring 
is picking Up and travel is 
getting closer to pre-pan- 
demic levels. 

Still, its hardly a "Mission 
Accomplished" moment. 
More than 200 Americans 
stil die each day from 
COVID-19, a more infec- 
tious variant of the virus is 
spreading rapidly at home 
and abroad, and tens of 
millions of Americans have 
chosen not to get the life- 
saving vaccines. 

"If you've had the vaccine, 
youre doing great," said 
Dr. Mati Hlatshwayo Da- 
vis, an infectious disease 
ohysician at the John Co- 
chran VA Medical Cen- 
ter and St. Louis Board of 
Health. "If you haven't had 
the vaccine, you should be 
alarmed and that's just the 
bottom line, there's no easy 
way to cut if." 

“But that doesn't take away 
from the fact that this coun- 
try is in a significantly better 
place," she said. 

Biden, who Is set to host 
the largest event yet of his 
oresidency on the South 
Lawn of the White House 
on Sunday, sees this as a 


President Joe Biden takes a bite of ice cr 


long-awaited opportunity 
to highlight the success of 
the vaccination campaign 
he championed. It will be 
the clearest indication yet 
that the U.S. has moved 
into a new phase of virus 
response, shifting from a 
national emergency to a 
localized crisis of individual 
responsibility and from vac- 
cinating Americans to pro- 
moting global health. 

"The Fourth of July this year 
is different than the Fourth 
of July of last year," Biden 
said Friday. "And it's going 
to be better next year." 
Top officials in the Biden 
administration fanned out 
across the country over 
the weekend to promote 
the vastly improved virus 
situation under the banner, 
"America's Back Together." 
Never mind that the presi- 
dent has come up short of 
the vaccination goal he 
had set for the Fourth with 
great fanfare. 

Biden had hoped to have 
70% of the adult population 
vaccinated by Sunday, but 
clocked in at about 67%, 
according to figures from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. Of- 


. 


ficials insisted that the miss 
would have little practical 
effect on Americans’ ability 
to mark the Independence 
Day holiday. 

What concerns them more 
is the emergence of two 
disoarate realities in the 
U.S.: the gap between 
heavily vaccinated com- 
munities where the virus is 
dying out and lesser-vacci- 
nated ones where the new 
delta variant is already tak- 
ing hold. 

About 1,000 counties have 
Q vaccination rate below 
30%, and the federal gov- 
ernment is warning that 
they could become the 
next hot spots as virus re- 
Strictions ease. 

The administration is send- 
ing "surge" teams to Colo- 
rado and Missouri. Addi- 
tional squads of infectious 
disease experts, public 
health professionals and 
doctors and nurses are get- 
ting ready to assist in addi- 
tional locations with a com- 
bination of low vaccination 
rates and rising cases. 
Overall, the vastly im- 
proved American land- 
scape stands in stark con- 
trast with much of the rest 
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of the world, where there 
remain vast vaccine des- 
erts and wide community 
soread that could open the 
door to even more danger- 
ous variants. 

The Biden administration 
is increasingly turning the 
federal response to the 
complicated logistics of 
sending excess U.S. vac- 
cines abroad in an effort to 
assist other nations in beat- 
ing back the pandemic. 
With U.S. demand for vac- 
cines falling even as they 
have been widely avail- 
able for months, and as 
governments and busi- 
nesses dangled an array 
of incentives at Americans 
to get a shot, officials are 
increasingly emphasizing 
that the consequences of 
disease now largely reflect 
the individual choices of 
those who are not yet vac- 
cinated. 

"The suffering and loss we 
are now seeing Is nearly en- 
tirely avoidable," said the 
CDC's director, Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky. 

When asked about the po- 
tential risks of holding gath- 
erings around July Fourth 
in areas where there are 








eam at Moomers Homemade Ice Cream, Saturday, July 3, 2021, in Traverse City, Mich. 
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large pockets of unvac- 
cinated individuals, White 
House press secretary Jen 
Psaki countered that "if in- 
dividuals are vaccinated in 
those areas, then they are 
orotected." 

At least 1,000 service mem- 
bers and first resoonders 
were expected on the 
South Lawn for a cookout 
and fireworks viewing, the 
White House said. The out- 
door event "is being done 
in the right way," White 
House COVID-19 response 
coordinator Jeff Zients said 
in television interviews Sun- 
day, and "consistent" with 
CDC guidelines. 

The White House was not 
requiring vaccinations but 
was asking guests to get a 
COVID-19 test and to wear 
a mask if they are not fully 
vaccinated. 

"For as much work there 
still is to do, it's so important 
to celebrate the victories," 
Davis said. 

"I'm OK with us having those 
pockets of joy and cel- 
ebration as long as we siill 
wake up the next day and 
continue to go to work and 
prioritize equity in vaccine 
distribution."LJ 
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Official: Drilling done, demolition of collapsed condo set 
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By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON 
and TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press 

SURFSIDE, Fla. (AP) — De- 
molition specialists finished 
boring holes and began 
laying explosives in them 
Sunday as they prepared 
to bring down the precari- 
ous but still-standing por- 
tion of a collapsed South 
Florida condo building, a 
top Miami-Dade fire official 
said. The work has suspena- 
ed the search-and-rescue 
mission, but officials said it 
should eventually open up 
new areas for rescue teams 
to explore. The decision to 
demolish the Surfside build- 
ing came after concerns 
mounted that the dam- 
aged structure was aft risk 
of falling, endangering the 
crews below and prevent- 
ing them from operating in 
some areas. “Our top prior- 
ity is that the building come 
down as soon as possible, 
no matter what time that 
occurs and as safely as 
possible," Miami-Dade 
County Mayor Daniella 
Levine Cava told a news 
conference Sunday. "Bring- 
ing down this building in a 
controlled manner Is critical 
to expanding the scope of 
our search-and-rescue ef- 
fort.” The drilling work was 
completed Sunday, and 
the remaining structure was 
scheduled to come down 
between 10 p.m. Sunday 
and 3 a.m. Monday, bar- 
ring any last-minute glitch 
such as someone entering 
the restricted zone around 
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An American flag flies from a crane next to the Champlain Towers South condo building, where 
scores of victims remain missing more than a week after it partially collapsed, Sunday, July 4, 


2021, in Surfside, Fla. 


the building, Miami-Dade 
Assistant Fire Chief Raide 
Jadallah told relatives of 
those missing in the col- 
lapse. Up to 210 rescuers 
will be poised to restart the 
search as soon as the site 
is declared safe after the 
blast, he said. Rescue offi- 
cials have said that would 
be 15 minutes to an hour 
after the detonation. 

The search at the Surfside 
building has been suspend- 
ed since Saturday after- 
noon so workers Could be- 
gin the drilling work. Jadal- 
lah said the suspension was 
necessary because the 
drilling could cause the 
structure to fail, but a fam- 


ily member could be heard 
calling that news "devastat- 
ing. So far, rescuers have 
recovered the remains 
of 24 people, with 121 still 
missing. Many others barely 
escaped. The Miami-Dade 
Police Department on Sat- 
urday night added Gracie- 
la Cattarossi, 48, and Gon- 
zalo Torre, 81, to the list of 
those confirmed dead. 

Once the structure is de- 
molished, the remnants 
will be removed imme- 
diately with the intent of 
giving rescuers access for 
the first time to parts of the 
garage area that are a 
focus of interest, Jadallah 
has said. That could give 
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a clearer picture of voids 
that may exist in the rubble 
and could possibly harbor 
survivors. Despite the dwin- 
dling chance that anyone 
remains alive in the rubble, 
officials have pledged to 
keep looking. 

"There's nobody in charge 
really talking about stop- 
ping this rescue effort," Surf- 
side Mayor Charles Burkett 
told CBS' "Face the Nation." 
"This rescue effort as far as 
I'm concerned will go on 
until everybody is pulled 
out of that debris." Officials 
began considering the de- 
molition at Champlain Tow- 
ers on Thursday when parts 
of the remaining building 
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shifted, endangering § res- 
cuers and prompting a 
15-hour suspension in their 
Work. 

Approaching Tropical 
Storm Elsa added urgency 
to those plans with fore- 
casts suggesting there 
could be strong’ winds 
in the area by Monday. 
The latest forecasts have 
moved the storm. west- 
ward, mostly soaring South 
Florida, but National Hurri- 
cane Center meteorologist 
Robert Molleda said the 
area could still feel effects. 
"We're expecting primarily 
tropical storm force gusts," 
Molleda said, referring to 
gusts above 40 mph (64 
kph). The detonation will 
aim to bring the remain- 
ing portion of the building 
straight down and toward 
the street side, away from 
the existing pile of debris, 
Jadallah said. 

The method of demolition 
is called "energetic felling," 
which uses small detona- 
tion devices and relies on 
the force of gravity. Levine 
Cava said that should bring 
the building down in place, 
containing the collapse to 
the immediate surround- 
ings. State officials said 
they hired the BG Group, a 
general contractor based 
in Delray, Florida, to lead 
the demolition. They did 
not immediately respond 
to an inquiry about how 
the firm was selected, but 
a contract for the projects 
calls for the state to pay the 
company $935,000. LJ 





Joey Chestnut sets new record at post-pandemic hot 


Winners Joey Chestnut and Michelle Lesco pose with their 





championship belts and trophies at the Nathan's Famous Fourth 
of July International Hot Dog-Eating Contest in Coney Island's 
Maimonides Park on Sunday, July 4, 2021, in Brooklyn, New York. 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Chow- 
down champ Joey "Jaws" 
Chestnut broke his own re- 
cord to gulp to a 14th win in 
the men's Nathan's Famous 
Hot Dog Eating Contest on 
Sunday, while Michelle Le- 
sco took the women's Title. 
Chestnut downed 76 franks 
and buns in 10 minutes. 
That's one more than he 
did in setting the men's re- 
cord last year, when the 
contest unfolded without 
fans because of the coro- 
navirus pandemic. 

"It just felt good," Chestnut, 
of Westfield, Indiana, said 
in an ESPN interview after 
his win Sunday. "Even if | 


was uncomfortable, hav- 
ing everybody cheer me 
and push me, it made me 
feel good." 

Lesco, of Tucson, Arizona, 
downed 30 % dogs in 10 
minutes and called her win 
“an amazing feeling." 
Reigning women's champ 
and record-holder = Miki 
Sudo skipped this year be- 
cause she's expecting a 
baby in a few weeks with 
fellow competitive eater 
Nick Wehry. He vied for the 
men's title but came up 
short. 

The annual Fourth of July 
frankfurter fest normally 
happens outside Nathan's 


dog race 


flagshio shop in Brooklyn's 
Coney Island neighbor- 
hood. But this year's plan- 
ning took place amid shift- 
iINg Coronavirus restrictions, 
and the event was held In a 
nearby minor league base- 
ball stadium, Maimonides 
Park, with 5,000 spectators. 
Last year, it was held in- 
doors and without an in- 
person audience because 
of the pandemic. 

Chestnut said he'd missed 
the fans last year. 

‘I've been looking forward 
to this all year," he told ESPN 
in an interview before this 
year's competition.) 
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By LORNE COOK 

KRANJ, Slovenia (AP) — 
Tiny Slovenia took charge 
of the worla's largest trad- 
ing bloc this week, and im- 
mediately shone a_ harsh 
spotlight on one of the Eu- 
ropean Union's most vexing 
oroblems: How to accom- 
modate increasingly vo- 
cal member countries with 
very different visions of Eu- 
rope's future. 

Already, nationalist gov- 
ernments in Hungary and 
Poland are worrying their 
more politically mainstream 
partners in the 27-nation EU. 
Some fear that new legisla- 
tion introduced by the two 
countries could undermine 
democratic standards and 
the independence of the 
judiciary. 

Then on Thursday, Slove- 
nia's return to the European 
stage — It took over the EU's 
rotating presidency for six 
months — was marked by 
concerns about the right- 
wing government's record 
on media freedoms and 
its failure to nominate legal 
experts to the fraud-busting 
European Public Prosecu- 
tor's Office. 

For Prime Minister Janez 
Jansa — who leads the Al- 
pine nation of just 2 million 
people nestled between 
Austria, Croatia, Hungary 
and ltaly — Slovenia is a 
misunderstood victim of 
“double standards,’ some- 
times at the hands of the 
EU's increasingly powerful 
executive branch, the Eu- 
ropean Commission. 

“We are not a colony. We 
are not a_ second-class 
member of the European 
Union," Jansa told foreign 
reporters on. Friday. His 
remarks highlighted the 
growing tensions between 
newer EU members from 
central and eastern Europe 
and the founding states 
from the continent's west. 
"The EU brings together 
countries with different tra- 
ditions, with different cul- 
tures. There are differences 
that need to be taken into 
account and respected," 
he said, during an ex- 
change that lasted well 
over an hour. 

Pressure mounted on Jan- 
sas government recently 
as if prepared for its EU 
presidency, which is largely 


WORLD NEWS AD ys suny 2021 
Slovenia's term raises specter of EU's threat from within 





In this May 25, 2021 file photo, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, left, speaks 
with Slovenia's Prime Minister Janez Jansa in Brussels. 


about acting as an "honest 
broker’ to find consensus 
among the 27 nations and 
ensure the smooth adop- 
tion of policies ranging 
from the environment to 
migration. 

Protests in the capital, Lju- 
bllana, have become rou- 
tine. In late May, around 
20,000 people gathered 
in a central square to de- 
mand that the government 
step down. 

Jansa is accused of be- 
coming increasingly adu- 
thoritarian in ways similar 
to those of his ally, hardline 
Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban. Critics say 
Jansa’s government has 
oressured Slovenian media, 
sourred hate speech and 
mismanaged the coronavi- 
rus pandemic. 

Asked about his attitude 
toward "illiberal democra- 
cies" like those in Hungary 
and Poland, the 62-year- 
old former journalist replied: 
"For me, all of these main- 
stream political orientations 
are equal, and equally le- 
gitimate." 

"| cannot agree to the di- 
vision between liberal and 
liberal democracy. De- 
mocracy is democracy,’ 
Jansa said, before going 
on to give a favorable ac- 
count of Orban and what 
he has done for Hungary. 
"If | fight for the affection of 
my voters, in a free world, 


everyone Is equal.’ 

The Slovenian premier has 
come under — particular 
scrutiny for keeping a stran- 
glehold on funds for Slove- 
nia's only news agency, the 
STA. He says he expects the 
issue to be resolved this fall, 
but exactly how Is unclear. 
On Friday, he showed re- 
porters a video that he 
said depicted the media 
pressure applied by more 
left-leaning politicians. It 
listed a number of journal- 
ists, including well-known 
TV news personalities, who 
have switched to jobs in 
government or parliament. 
"You are accusing this gov- 
ernment that we are sup- 
pressing media freedom," 
Jansa said in English. “When 
we defend ourselves, and 
we are under attack all the 
time, this is not suppressing 
media freedom." 

"It's not good if youre criti- 
cized in whatever you're 
doing. If you're making re- 
strictions regarding COVID, 
youre criticized. If not mak- 
ing the restrictions, you're 
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criticized. At the end, peo- 
ple are dying because of 
the pandemic. It's not so 
simple," he said. 

Jansa's use of images to 
make a point didn't go 
down well with the com- 
mission at Thursday's meet- 
ing to mark the start of Slo- 
venia's presidency. During 
a complaint about "leftist" 
politicians, he displayed a 
photograph of two Slove- 
nian judges alongside op- 
position members. 

That prompted a walkout 
by European Commission 
Executive — Vice-President 
Frans Timmermans. He re- 
fused to take part in the 
‘family photo" between 
Slovenia's Cabinet and the 
commissioners. 

"| simply could not be on 
the same podium with PM 
Jansa after his unaccept- 
able attack," Timmermans 
said later. 

The following day, Interior 
Minister Ales Hojs, talking 
about anti-government 
orotesters, said: 'l personal- 
ly do not want to call any- 


one a swine. But perhaps 
once in the future, after ev- 
erything | heard yesterday, 
| will be able to call a cer- 
tain individual a swine." 
‘They were not on the 
square (among the protest- 
ers), but they sit high in the 
European bureaucracy,” 
Hojs told reporters. He later 
denied via Twitter that he 
was referring to Timmer- 
mans. 

Ultimately, the tensions suit 
both parties. Small Slovenia 
appears to be punching 
above its political weight, 
while the EU's executive 
branch comes across as a 
righteous defender of Ev- 
rope's values. 

More problematic though 
is that the disoute was 
over the independence of 
judges, and came amid 
concern that Slovenia has 
delayed its appointment 
of legal experts to Europe's 
public prosecutors office, 
which investigates the mis- 
use of EU funds. 

It came on the day that 
the commission endorsed 
Slovenia's post-oandemic 
plan to revive its economy 
with 2.5 billion euros ($3 bil- 
lion) in grants and loans of 
European money. Hunga- 
ry's national plan still hasn't 
been approved amid con- 
cerns over democratic 
backsliding there. 

IN|} March, Hungary's rul- 
ing party pulled out of the 
biggest mainstream politi- 
cal group in the European 
Parliament in acrimony. 
The Fidesz party's member- 
shio had already been sus- 
pended by the group, the 
European People's Party. 
Jansa suggested that his 
party too might be ready 
to walk away. 

"| think there will be some 
changes in the future, we 
hope so, toward the origi- 
nal idea of the European 
People's Party," he said. "If 
this is not the case, there 
are other options." 
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Philippine military plane crashes, 45 ans, 49 rescued 


By JIM GOMEZ 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— A Philippine air force 
C-130 aircraft carrying 
combat troops assigned 
to. fight Muslim militants 
crashed and exploded 
while landing in the south 
Sunday, killing at least 42 
army soldiers on board 
and three civilians on the 
ground in one of the worst 
disasters in the air force's 
history. 

At least 49 other soldiers 
were rescued with Injuries 
and survived the fiery 
noontine crash into a 
coconut grove’ outside 
the Jolo airport in Sulu 
province, including some 
who managed to jump 
off the aircraft before it 
exploded and was gutted 
by fire, military officials said. 
Three of seven villagers 
who were hit on the ground 
died. 

The aircraft had 96 people 
on board, including 
three pilots and five crew 
while the rest were army 
personnel, the military said, 
adding only five soldiers 
remained —=unaccounted 
for late Sunday. The pilots 
survived but were seriously 
injured, officials said. 


The Lockheed C-130 
Hercules was one. of 
two  ex-U.S. Ajlr Force 


aircraft handed over to 
the Philippines as part of 
military assistance this year. 
The aircraft originally 
took off from Manila with 
only a few. passengers, 
including a two-star army 
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In this photo released by the Joint Task Force - Sulu, rescuers carry a body from the site where 
a Philippine military C-130 plane crashed in Patikul town, Sulu province, southern Philippines on 


Sunday, July 4, 2021. 


general, Romeo Brawner 
Jr who disembarked 
with his wife and three 
children in Cagayan de 
Oro city, where he's set to 
become the new military 
regional commander on 
Monday. The army troops 
then boarded the C-130 
in Cagayan de Oro for the 
flight to Sulu. 

Brawner said he was 
stunned to learn that the 
plane he'd just flown on 
had crashed. 

"We're very thankful that 
we were spared, but 
extremely sad that so many 
lost their lives," Brawner told 
The Associated Press. 
Officials said the injured 
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personnel were brought to 
a hospital in Sulu or flown 
to nearby Zamboanga 
city, and troops were 
continuing to search for 
the missing. "A number of 
soldiers were seen jumping 
out of the aircraft before 
it hit the ground, sparing 
them from the explosion 
caused by the crash," a 
military statement — said, 
citing witnesses. 

Initial pictures released by 
the military showed the 
tail section of the cargo 
plane relatively intact. The 
other parts of the plane 
were burned or scattered 
in pieces in a_ clearing 
surrounded by coconut 


L'organisation lance cette invitation a tous les Frangais d'Aruba, a 
l'occasion de la commémoration de la Féte Nationale du 14 Juillet. 
Cet événement se tiendra au prestigieux hétel Hyatt Place. La 
célébration consistera en une partie officielle suivie d'un diner 
accompagné de quelques événements linguistiques/culturels. 


Pour plus d'informations, pour réserver et payer, veuillez appeler 


le 5678200. 
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trees. Soldiers and other 
rescuers with — stretchers 
were seen dashing to and 
from the smoke-shrouded 
crash site, where a dark 
gray smoke billowed shortly 
after impact. 

The plane was transporting 
troops, many of them 
new soldiers who had just 
undergone basic training, 
from the southern Cagayan 
de Oro city for deployment 
In Sulu, officials said. 

‘They were supposed to 
join us in our fight against 


terrorism,” Sulu military 
commander Maj. Gen. 
William Gonzales — said. 
Government forces 


have been battling Abu 
Sayyaf militants in the 
predominantly Muslim 
province of Sulu - for 
decades. It was not 
immediately clear what 
caused the crash. Regional 
military commander Lt. 
Gen. Corleto Vinluan said 
it was unlikely that the 
aircraft took hostile fire, and 
cited witnesses as saying 
that if aqopeared to have 
overshot the runway then 
crashed on the periohery 
of the airport. 

Military chief of staff Gen. 
Cirllito §Sobejana told 
reporters that “the plane 
missed the runway and it 
was trying to regain power 
but failed and crashed." 
An air force official told The 
AP that the Jolo runway is 
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shorter than most others 
in the country, making It 
more difficult for pilots to 
adjust if an aircraft misses 
the landing spot. The 
official, who has. flown 
military aircraft to and from 
Jolo several times, spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because of a lack of 
authority to soeak publicly. 
Initial pictures showed 
that the weather was 
apparently fine in Sulu, 
although other parts 
of the Philippines were 
experiencing rains due to 
an approaching tropical 
depression. The airport in 
Sulu's main town of Jolo is 
located a few kilometers 
(miles) from a mountainous 
area where troops have 
battled Abu Sayyat 
militants. Some militants 
have aligned themselves 
with the Islamic State 
group. 

The U.S. and the Philippines 
have separately blacklisted 
Abu Sayyaf as a terrorist 
organization for bombings, 
ransom. kidnappings and 
beheadings. It's been 
considerably weakened 
by years of government 
offensives but remains a 
threat. 

President Rodrigo Duterte 


expanded the military 
presence in Sulu to a 
full division in late 2018, 
deploying hundreds _ of 


additional troops, air force 
aircraft and other combat 
equipment after vowing to 
wipe out Abu Sayyaf and 
allied foreign and _ local 
militants. 

Government forces at the 
time were pursuing Muslim 
armed groups a year after 
quelling the five-month 
siege of southern Marawi 
city by hundreds of militants 
linked to the Islamic State 
group. More than 1,000 
people, mostly militants 
and = long-elusive Abu 
Sayyaf commanders, were 
killed in months of intense 
air and ground assaults. 
Sunday's crash comes 
as the limited number of 
military aircraft has been 
further strained, as the air 
force helped — transport 
medical supplies, vaccines 
and protective equipment 
to far-flung Island provinces 
amid spikes in COVID-19 
infections. L) 
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Conditions worsen at asylum seekers’ camps in north Mexico 


By JORGE LEBRIJA 
Associated Press 

TIJUANA, Mexico (AP) — 
Crowding and unsanitary 
conditions are getting 
worse at informal camps 
set up in northern Mexico 
by asylum seekers waiting 
to make asylum claims in 
the United States. 

U.S. President Joe Biden 
has abandoned some of 
former president Donald 
Trump's hardline policies, 
most notably one that 
forced asylum-seekers to 
wait in Mexico for hearings 
in U.S. immigration court. 
Biden has also partly eased 
Qa pandemic-related ban 
on seeking legal asylum. 
But more asylum seekers 
are heading to the border, 
and many of them still can't 
cross. They have wound 
Up at impromptu camps 
like the one in El Chapar- 
ral, near Tijuana, amid filth 
and a lack of services. The 
camp blocks pedestrian 
oaths near one of the bor- 
der crossings between TIi- 
juana and San Diego. 
Hundreds of families are 
living under plastic tarps, 
without bathrooms and at 
the mercy of the elements 
and the vicious gangs that 
roam the area. 

"The children are getting 
sick with diarrhea, they're 
getting fevers and _ infec- 
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Mexican Amary Martinez, and her children, Jason and lizel, sit on the edge of their tent at a mi- 
grant camp near El Chaparral pedestrian border bridge in Tijuana, Mexico, Friday, July 2, 2021. 


tions because there are 
a lot of flies around," said 
Karitina Hernandez, 63. 
Hernandez's entire family 
— six adults and three chil- 
dren — fled the southern 
state of Guerrero because 
of violence there. 

They have been living for 
weeks in a tent in El Chapar- 
ral, along with about 2,000 
migrants from Mexico, Haiti 
and Central America. 
There is no sanitation, there 
is garbage around, excre- 


ment, urine," Hernandez, 
who fled her home after 
a gang killed one of her 
sons and threatened her. ‘| 
came blindly, fleeing what 
had happened to me." 

Mexico's governmental Na- 
tional Human Rights Com- 
mission issued a warning 
weeks ago about the con- 
ditions at the camps. Mu- 
nicipal authorities in Tijuana 
say they want to close it 
down, but many of the mi- 
grants and asylum-seekers 
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fear if they go somewhere 
else, they might lose their 
chance at getting into the 
United States. 

Biden has abandoned a 
policy that forced asylum- 
seekers to wait in Mexico for 
hearings in U.S. immigration 
court. He has also eased a 
oandemic-related ban on 
seeking legal asylum. 
Shortly after taking office, 
Biden exempted unac- 
companied children from 
Title 42, named for a sec- 
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tion of an obscure 1944 
public health law that al- 
lows authorities to deny en- 
try fo prevent the spread of 
disease. 

The big camp of asylum 
seekers that once existed 
farther east along the bor- 
der in Matamoros, across 
the border from Browns- 
ville, Texas, was dismantled 
in March. 

But amid a fresh rush of 
people to the border, local 
shelters in places like Tijua- 
na ran out of room. 
Armando Hernandez, a 
bricklayer who fled the 
violence-plagued state of 
Michoacan with his two 
sons, aged 16 and 17, won- 
ders how they will ever get 
across. 

"What proof do | need? To 
come here with my guts 
shot out?" said Hernandez, 
who is not related to Kari- 
tina. 

Nicole Ramos, an activist 
with the migrant-aid group 
"Al Otro Lado," says asylum 
seekers and migrants at 
such camps are vulnerable 
to kidnapping and extor- 
tion by criminal gangs. 
‘The United States says its 
laws and programs are 
there to protect the m- 
grant community from traf- 
fickers, but now they are 
doing even more business,’ 
Ramos said.L] 





Cuba evacuates 70,000 as Tropical Storm Elsa approaches 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 

HAVANA (AP) — Cuba 
evacuated 70,000 people 
along the island's southern 
region on Sunday amid 
fears that Tropical Storm 
Elsa could unleash heavy 
flooding after battering 
several Caribbean islands, 
killing at least three people. 
The Cuban government 
had opened shelters and 
moved to protect sugar- 
cane and cocoa crops 


ahead of the storm. Most 
of those evacuated went 
to relatives’ homes, while 
about 23,000 people shel- 
tered at government fa- 
cilities. Some 400 living in 
mountainous areas took 
refuge in natural caves that 
had been prepared for the 
emergency. 

The storm's next target was 
Florida, where Gov. Ron De- 
Santis declared a state of 
emergency in 15 counties, 
including in Miami-Dade 


County where the high-rise 
condominium building col- 
lapsed last week. 

On Sunday morning, Elsa 
was located about 50 
miles (80 kilometers) north 
of Kingston, Jamaica, and 
was heading west-north- 
west at 13 mph (20 kph). 
It had maximum sustained 
winds of about 60 mph (95 
kph), according to the Na- 
tional Hurricane Center in 
Miami.The center said the 
storm is expected to gradu- 


ally weaken as it moves 
across Cuba on Monday. 

"After Elsa emerges over 
the Florida Straits and the 
southeastern Gulf of Mexi- 
co, some slight restrength- 
ening is possible,” if said. 

The storm killed one per- 
son in St. Lucia, according 
to the Caribbean  Disas- 
ter Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency. Meanwhile, 
a 15-year-old boy and a 
75-year-old woman died 
Saturday in separate events 


in the Dominican Repub- 
lic after walls collapsed on 
them, according to a state- 
ment from the Emergency 
Operations Center. 

Elsa is the earliest  fifth- 
named storm on record 
and also broke the record 
as the tropic's fastest-mov- 
ing hurricane, clocking in at 
31 mph on Saturday morn- 
ing, according to Brian 
McNoldy, a hurricane re- 
searcher at the University of 
Miami. 
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MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Center 
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Visit our newest Location on Palm Beach! 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Center just 
opened a third walk-in location on Palm Beach at Budget Car Rental 
next to Soprano’s Piano Bar. The other two locations are at the Cove 
Mall and near the Courtyard by Marriott Aruba Resort at the Mill. 


All three fit2fly test centers offer your best option for the post vacation 
COVID-19 test which has been a requirement since January 26th 2021 by 
the U.S. before returning home. All passengers going to the United States, 
including U.S. citizens, are required to have a negative (antigen or PCR) 
COVID-19 test result of a test taken maximum three days prior to board- 
ing the flight, or documentation of recovery from COVID-19. MedCare’s 
testing centers in and close to the hotels provide you with an easy and 
secure solution. 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that is soecialized in ur- 
gent care for tourists and that has been appointed as the national CO- 
VID-19 clinic for tourists, and Laboratorio di Servicio, a full-service modern 
medical laboratory with state-of-the-art equipment, have partnered up 
to provide fast and reliable COVID-19 testing to all. Laboratorio di Servi- 
cio Is SO-15189:2012 accredited by the Dutch Council for Accreditation 
(M317). 


Rapid PCR 

As Aruba resumes to receive more and more visitors each month, one 
thing has become very clear: testing is critical. Thus far MedCare Clinic 
has been offering high-volume laboratory testing with results in 24 hours 
or less. The newest service on the market is Rapid PCR, where you re- 
ceive your results in minutes not hours. 


Just steps away from you 

The Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers are located at the Cove Mall, near 
the Courtyard by Marriott Aruba Resort at the Mill, and now also at Bud- 
get car rental next to Soprano’'s Piano Bar. These three locations at a 
stone’s throw from your resort, condominium, or other vacation accom- 
modation. Walk-ins are welcome. It is recommended that the tests are 
done timely, as the negative test is only accepted if taken up to three 
days before boarding your flight. MedCare Fit2Fly Testing Center at the 
Cove Mall is opposite the Holiday Inn and is open every day for walk- 
ins from 8 AM through 10 PM. MedCare’s other location Is situated at 
The Courtyard Aruba Resort, is across the street from the RIU Hotel and is 
open every day from 8:30 AM until 2 PM. The Newest location at Budget 
Car Rental next to Soprano’s Piano Bar is open daily from 5 PM to 9 PM. 
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At your hotel 

For a selection of hotels/resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup Testing 
Centers on site. The hotels/resorts at which we have a testing site are: 
Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village, Divi Golf, Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarnijn, 
Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort, Hyatt Regency, Renaissance, and the 
Ritz-Carlton Resort. Please contact your front desk for more information 
on our Testing Centers at these properties. 


Costs and timing 

Passengers must be tested with a viral test that could be either an Anti- 
gen Test or a nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT), such as the reverse 
transcription polymerase chain reaction (PCR). The price for the Antigen 
Test is only $50, and the PCR Test is available, for $125, The new rapid PCR 
will be $150 (results in 30 minutes.) MedCare offers the easier and sub- 
stantially cheaper Antigen Test that is acceptable for travel to the U.S. 
as per the CDC guidelines. Pre-travel testing is not covered by the Aru- 
ban visitor insurance. Please contact your insurance company to verify 
if testing costs are insured. Results are e-mailed to you within 24 hours of 
testing. 


Private bookings 

For your convenience, Medcare also offers private testing at your ac- 
commodation/hotel room for a one-time service fee of $120. This fee 
covers testing up to 10 people (one appointment, at one location and 
a specific time). Additional persons will be charged $10 per person. LL) 


For more information, 

please contact: 

Phone: +297 280 0630 

Email: info@medcare.aw 
httos://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing 

Follow us on social media: MedCare Clinic | Facebook 











mbt en mnt Ue 


f Dan ty | 





_LOCAL JAS 5 JULY 2021 
aie. 
playa, linda 


MEA ” 


i) YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 


i Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (2am-4pm) 


sales@playalinda.com or call (+297)-586-1000 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-4544 


Honoring of a loyal visitor at Playa Linda Beach Resort 


PALM BEACH - Recenily, 
Kimberley Richardson of 
the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity had the great pleasure 
to honor Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors as a Good- 
will Ambassadors of Aruba. 
The symbolic honorary 
Goodwill Ambassador cer- 
tificate is presented on be- 
half of the Minister of Tour- 
ism, as a token of appre- 
ciation to guests who visit 
Aruba 20 years and more 
consecutively. 


Today | had the great plea- 
sure to honor Mr. Efraim 
Pena Sanchez, who has 
been _ visiting Aruba for 
over 20 years! 


This lovely Mr. Pena San- 
chez stated that he loves 
the island very much, es- 
pecially for its year-round 
sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque 
sunsets, Aruba's catho- 
lic churches, and Aruba’s 
warm and friendly people 


Aruba to me... 





For today’s newspaper we received a wonderful 
picture and text from Sue and Sean Mayer, from La- 
fayette, New Jersey. 


They wrote: 


“Aruba to us is where we relax, play, and cel- 
ebrate our anniversary......ln 1999 we honey- 
mooned at the Divi All Inclusive. We have re- 
turned every other year since then, for a total of 
12 trios. Aruba is full of so many fun and happy 
memories of all of the trios we have done on the 
island, all of the nice people we have met, and 
SO much fun in the water and on the beach. We 
will celebrate our 22nd anniversary on July 4th 
with dinner at the Red Parrot Restaurant. It’s be- 
come our tradition!” .} 





whom have become like 
family to them. 

Richardson together with 
the representatives of the 


Tan 


Playa Linda Beach Resort 
oresented the certificate to 
the honoree, handed over 
some presents and also 


thanked him for choosing 
Aruba as his favorite vaca- 
tion destination and as his 
home-away-from-home.L] 
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ORANJESTAD - We know how stressful pre- 
paring for a trip can be, that’s why we've 
put together a list of tips for you to take 
away some of that stress. We want to help 
make your vacation unforgettable! 


Clothes 

The weather in Aruba can be pretty hot, 
so take clothes with you that are not too 
warm. Keep in mind that there is always a 
steady breeze in Aruba, making the warm 
weather bearable. Of course, don’t forget 
your swimwear. At night, the temperature 
more or less stays the same. For cooler 
evenings you might want to pack a light 
sweater, just in case. There is no need to 
pack your rain jacket. Rain generally pass- 
es by relatively quickly; the sun will soon 
make its aqopearance again! 


Language 

Even though the main language in Aruba 
is Papiamento, most people can speak 
and understand Dutch and English too. 
Many people also soeak and understand 
Spanish. 


Money 

The currency in Aruba is the florin (Awg. 
or Afl.), but US dollars are excepted ev- 
erywhere. You can withdraw both florins 
and US dollars from several ATMs (not all) 
if you want to keep using US dollars. Other- 
wise YOU need to go to the bank or casino 
to exchange your money. Most places, 
like shops and hotels, grant a rate of ex- 
change ranging from Awg. 1.75 to Awg. 


AK 


1.80 per US dollar. 


Getting around 

There are several ways to get around on 

the island. The most convenient way is by 

car, but you can find other ways to get 

from point A to point B. 

e Taxi: A great way to get around is to 
call a taxi. In Aruba, it’s not Usual to hail 
a cab off the street, you will find a taxi 
parked at most resorts or tourist area. 
There are lots of different cabs you can 
call, and they are all familiar with the 
places you want to go to. The prices 
are fixed prices regulated by the gov- 
ernment of Aruba. You pay for the 
cab, not the amount of people. 

e Car rental: Renting a car is also a safe 
and easy way to get around on the 
island. There are dozens of car rentals 
with good quality cars. 

e Bike rental: Renting a bike is a bit more 
dangerous. Since there are no biking 
lanes, it is harder to get around. You 
have to ride on the same road as cars 
do, which can be tricky sometimes. 


Rules of the Road 

e Drive on the right side of the road. 

e There is a predominance of round- 
abouts instead of traffic lights at major 
intersections, which is a change that 
has been implemented in Aruba in re- 
cent yeors. 

e Right-hand turns: Right-hand turns are 
always forbidden on red lights (unlike 
in the U.S.). 
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s for an unforgettable vacation in Aruba! 


e Speed Limits: Note that soeed limits in Aruba are post- 
ed at kilometers per hour. 

e Overtaking: Many streets in Aruba are one-way 
streets, so overtaking should be done with extreme 
caution. 

e Entering vehicles must yield to vehicles that are al- 
ready in the roundabout. Also, at all intersections, 
traffic coming from the right has the right of way. The 
amber light used at traffic lights is to signal caution, as 
the traffic light is to turn from green to red. 

e Seat Belts: Seatbelts must be worn at all times in Aru- 
ba. 

¢ Cell Phones: Talking on the phone Is illegal while driv- 
ing in Aruba, and can lead to hefty fines and court 
action, and even imprisonment. If you want to talk on 
the phone, you must set your device to hands-free 
mode. 

e Alcohol Use: The maximum permitted blood alcohol 
level is 50 mg per 100 ml of blood, which means that 
one drink will take you over the legal limit. So, please 
call a taxi if you've been drinking. 

e Gas/fuel stations: The price of gas Is regulated by the 
government of Aruba and Is the same everywhere on 
the island. You will also be PUMPping gas in liters, and 1 
gallon equals 3.78 liters. Current gas prices are: Gaso- 
line unleaded premium: 225.8 cents p / ltr. 

e Diesel LS: 183.0 cents p / ltr. 


Protect your skin 

When in Aruba, don't forget to protect your skin with sun- 
screen every couple of hours, especially after swimming. 
If you're looking to get a nice tan, still Use sunscreen. You 
can use regular sunscreen, or you can use the water resis- 
tant aloe vera sunscreen. The aloe vera in sunscreen is lo- 
cally grown in Aruba. You can find aloe vera everywhere! 


Tipping 

In Aruba it’s not mandatory fo tip, but it’s your choice 
if you do so. However, some restaurants and bars add 
service charge to your bill. Usually, this adds up to about 
10 to 15 percent on food and beverages. If you really like 
the service, you can still tio, of course! 


Chargers 

You also want to make sure you can charge your phone, 
camera or laptop. If you're from the USA or Canada, you 
don’t have to worry. Aruba adopted the voltage stan- 
dard of 110V, the same as in the USA and Canada. How- 
ever, if you're not from the USA or Canada, you might 
want to check if your devices need 220V or 110V, then 
you may need a converter. You can buy these in your 
home country or in Aruba at hardware stores or super- 
markets. 


No need to buy water 
The tap water in Aruba is of high quality and perfectly 
safe to drink. 


Emergencies 

Let’s hope it’s not necessary, but it’s good to know. In 
case of an emergency, you can call 911 for an ambu- 
lance or the fire department and for the police, you can 
call 100. 


Keep in mind to wash your hands frequently, wear your 
face mask at all times, avoid crowded areas, practice so- 
cial distance and adhere fo all rules and protocols. Have 
a fun and unforgettable vacation!) 
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U.S. lobster fisheries anxious over upcoming whale protections 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) 
— The profitable U.S. lob- 
ster fishery will soon have 
to contend with new rules 
designed to protect an 
endangered species of 
whale, and that could ne- 
cessitate major changes 
for people in the industry. 
The federal government is 
working on new rules de- 
signed to reduce risk to 
North Atlantic right whales, 
which number only about 
360. One of the threats the 
whales face is entangle- 
ment in ropes that connect 
to lobster and crab traps in 
the ocean. 

The new rules are expect- 
ed fo be released late this 
summer or early in fall, a 
sookesperson for the Na- 
tional Oceanic and AT- 
mospheric Administration 
said. Early indications show 
that the changes required 
by the rules could be sig- 
nificant.Right whales were 
once abundant off the 
East Coast, but they were 
decimated by hunting dur- 
ing the commercial whal- 
ing era. They've been listed 
as endangered since 1970, 
but the population remains 
small, and in jeopardy. 
Recent years have also 
brought high mortality and 
poor reproduction among 
the whales. 

They’re also vulnerable to 
shio strikes, and face the 





In this Wednesday, July 25, 2018 file Shores iobeiel fishing boats head outto sea ona ‘eaay morning 


off South Portland, Maine. 


looming threat of warming 
oceans. Acting NOAA Fish- 
eries Assistant Administrator 
Paul Doremus said in June 
that the U.S. and Canada, 
which also harvests lobsters, 
must “take and sustain ad- 
ditional efforts to reduce 
right whale mortalities and 
serious injuries.” 

The rules will focus on re- 
ducing the number of verti- 
cal ropes in the water, and 
they're also expected fo 
modify restricted areas of 
ocean, the government 
has said. A conservation 
framework released by the 


federal government in May 
states that the first phase of 
rules will be designed to re- 
duce risk to the whales by 
60%. The lobster industry is 
orepared fo do tts part fo 
conserve the whales, but a 
near complete risk reduc- 
tion would require a total 
overhaul of the fishery, said 
Patrice McCarron, execu- 
tive director of the Maine 
Lobstermen’s Association. 

“The fishery as we know 
it Cannot exist, absolutely 
not,” McCarron said. “We 
can't solve this whole issue 
if whales are dying in Can- 
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ada, or getting hit by ships. 
Everybody's very anxious fo 
know what the rules actu- 
ally say.” 

The U.S.'s new whale rules 
will not go into effect imme- 
diately upon release, and 
it's too early to say when 
they will go on the books, 
said Allison Ferreira, the 
NOAA spokesperson. She 
said the federal govern- 
ment will undertake a ma- 
jor outreach effort to help 
fishermen comply when 
the rules are available. 

“| think we will do a multi- 
pronged approach — from 


sending out papers, web- 
sites, meeting in person, 
and instructional videos — 
to helo them understand 
the different components, 
because the different com- 
ponents will apply to differ- 
ent fishermen,” she said. 
The rules are arriving at a 
time when the lobster indus- 
try, based mostly in Maine 
but also active elsewhere 
in New England and New 
York, has been very suc- 
cessful despite numerous 
challenges. Maine lobster 
has been worth more than 
$400 million at the docks 
for seven years in a row af- 
ter never coming close fo 
that number in its history, 
according to state records 
that go back to the 1880s. 
Lobsters are also popular at 
the moment with consum- 
ers, who are paying higher 
than average prices for 
them this summer. 

The fishery has weathered 
high bait prices, the coro- 
navirus pandemic, eco- 
nomic turmoil with China 
and other difficulties in the 
last five years and man- 
aged to stay afloat. But 
whale rules represent a 
challenge that could make 
it more difficult to get lob- 
sters to customers, said 
Beth Casoni, executive di- 
rector of the Massachusetts 
Lobstermen’s Association. 
“When 700 fishermen are 
not on the water, there's 
less lobster,” Casoni said.L) 





UAE rebuffs plan by OPEC, allies to extend Production p pact 


DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — The United Arab 
Emirates on Sunday pushed 
back against a plan by the 
OPEC oil cartel and allied 
producing countries to ex- 
tend the global pact to cut 
oil production beyond April 
2022, a rare statement re- 
vealing the country’s frus- 
tration with the group. 

The Emirati Ministry of En- 
ergy called the proposal to 
extend the agreement for 
the entirety of 2022 without 
raising its production quota 
“unfair to the UAE,” ac- 
cording to state-run WAM 
news agency. 

One of the group’s largest 
oil producers, the UAE Is 
seeking to increase Its out- 
out — setting up a contest 
with ally and OPEC heavy- 


weight Saudi Arabia, which 
has led a push to keep a 
tight lid on production. 

The UAE said it supported 
plans for output increases 
over the summer, believing 
the market to be “in dire 
need of higher produc- 
tion.” The country suggest- 
ed deferring the whole dis- 
cussion of the agreement's 
extension to a later meet- 
ing and appealed for an 
Uodated production quota 
that “reflects our current 
production capacity.” 

OPEC faces conflicting 
oressures after last year’s 
plunge in oil prices as the 
pandemic wiped out travel 
and energy use. The oil pro- 
ducers’ sharo output cuts 
kept prices from collapsing 
even more than they did. 


Raising production now, 
as vaccination campaigns 
stoke hopes of economic 
recovery, would increase 
revenues for producing 
countries that have seen 
their budgets hard hit by 
lower prices. But pUMping 
too much foo soon could 
Undermine the rebound in 
energy prices. 

IN an interview with CNBC 
on Sunday, Emirati Energy 
Minister Suhail al-Mazrouel 
voiced concerns over the 
Saudi-led production § re- 
straints. 

“Everyone sacrificed but, 
Unfortunately, the UAE sac- 
rificed the most, making 
one third of our production 
idle for two years,” he said. 
Saudi Arabia has shoul- 
dered the deepest pro- 





In this March 6, 2020 file photo, Minister of Energy and Industry of 
the United Arab Emirates, UAE, Suhail al-Mazrouei, center, arrives 
for a meeting of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries, OPEC, and non OPEC members at their headquarters 
in Vienna, Austria. 


duction cuts and urged 
caution, saying that oil de- 
mand and economic re- 


Associated Press 


covery from the pandemic 
remain fragile around the 


world.L} 
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Watch what you like on streaming 


-- assuming you can find it 


By MAE ANDERSON 

AP Technology Writer 
Content is king — if you 
can find it. 

As streaming services pro- 
liferate, it's becoming 
more of a challenge to 
track down your favorite 
TV shows and blockbuster 
movies when streaming 
services can change up 
their offerings every month. 
That's complicating life for 
those who know what they 
want to watch, but just 
don't know where fo lo- 
cate It. 

Some hits are practically 
itinerants. “Batman Begins” 
and “The Dark Knight,” 
for instance, bounced 
around four different ser- 
vices between March 2020 
and March 2021 — Ne?iflix, 
Hulu, HBO Max and Pea- 
cock. Some of these ser- 
vices hosted the movies 
twice in that time accord- 
ing to Reelgood, a service 
that tracks videos across 
streaming services. (YOu 
can currently find the mov- 
ies on Hulu and HBO Max.) 
Want to watch a Harry Pot- 
ter movie? Films in the se- 
ries started on HBO Max in 
May 2020 before heading 
to Peacock in August. They 
then jumped back to HBO 
Max in June 2021 — but 
only for a single month. At 
the moment, the first three 
films are available for free 
on Peacock, but you'll 
need a premium subscrip- 
tion for the last five. 

Not long after ifs March 
launch, Paramount+  re- 
claimed some of its mov- 
les, like “Mission Impossible: 
Ghost Protocol” and the 
Paul Rudd comedy “|! Love 
You Man,” from other ser- 
vices. 

This merry-go-round argu- 
ably started in 2019 when 
NBC said if would no longer 
license “The Office” to Net- 
flix, although Netflix kept 
the rights through 2020 — a 
move intended to bolster 
NBC’s Peacock streaming 
service. “The Office” was 
the most viewed show on 
Netflix in 2018, streamed 
for over 52 billion minutes, 
according to Nielsen. HBO 
Max made a similar move 
when it yanked back 
“Friends” from Netflix. 





In this Aug. 13, 2020 file photo, the logos for Netflix, Hulu, Disney 
Plus and Sling TV are pictured on a remote control in Portland, 
Ore. 


The Hollywood producers 
of these shows and films 
likely appreciate the extra 
cash they've earned from 
licensing shows to Netflix, 
Amazon Prime Video and 
similar services. But those 
partners have — steadily 
morphed into competitors 
as studios like NBCUniversal, 
Disney and WarnerMedia 
created their own stream- 
iNg options to get in on the 
gold rush. In the meantime, 
Netflix, Amazon and Hulu 
have focused more on 
creating their own original 
content. 

“Exclusive content has al- 
ways been an important 
factor in the battle for 
streaming dominance,” 
said Reelgood CEO Da- 
vid Sanderson. Produc- 
tion companies that want 
a bigger piece of the pie, 
he said, have realized that 
their best chance of suc- 
cess involves their own 
oroperties. 

Consumers, meanwhile, 
are left to — frantically 
scan for the shows they 
want. Chris Kaufman, a 
35-year-old in Logan, Utah, 
once put movies like the 
“Ocean's 11” trilogy in his 
Netflix queue to watch lat- 
er. But when he got around 
to them, they were gone. 
(They left Netflix in Decem- 
ber 2020 and are now on 
HBO Max). 

“| don't have a whole lot of 
time in the day to watch, 
and now | have to go and 
search it out,” he said. 
Search engines can help. 
Alan Keane, a _ 35-year- 
old Brooklyn resident, says 
he uses Google when not 
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searching through individ- 
ual services. Other choic- 
es include apps such as 
Reelgood and JustWatch, 
which let you search a Ccus- 
tomizable list of services for 
particular titles. 

Digital media players like 
Roku and Apple TV also let 
you search across all the 
streaming apps you sub- 
scribe to. 

But constantly having to 
search out those shows 
and movies can be frus- 
trating. Since there are 
no penalties for consum- 
ers who drop a streaming 
service, It can also lead to 
customer “churn,” an. in- 
dustry term for the pace at 
which people sign up for 
and drop services, said Jeff 
Wlodarczak, an analyst at 
Pivotal Research. 

Kaufman said he and his 
family, including his wife 
and toddler, are consider- 
ing dropping Netflix since 
they’re using HBO Max 
more now. 

“We have been in discus- 
sion as a household, we 
might be dropping a ser- 
vice on a monthly basis, 
and reacquiring it a couple 
months later when it is fresh 
and new for us,” he said. 
Kevin Westcott, who heads 
consulting firm Deloitte's 
U.S. technology, media 
and telecom business, said 
his firm’s research _ finds 
that this content merry-go- 
round is the leading frustra- 
tion subscribers report with 
streaming services. It’s also 
the No. 2 reason people 
say they may cancel a ser- 
vice, Coming in just after 
orice increases.L] 
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Indians plant millions of saplings amid mass campaign 


= =f _ Tg = 


. af P , re. oe G 


ie a 


5 a _ i ae ‘ 
J r a F ; ot 4 ad ¥ = 
F a ro 7 a a 


Indian laborers prepare to plant saplings as part 
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outskirts of Prayagraj, in northern Uttar Pradesh state, India, Sunday, July 4, 2021. 


By BISWAJEET BANERJEE 
Associated Press 
LUCKNOW, India (AP) — 
More than a million people 
on Sunday began planting 
250 million saplings in In- 
dia's most populous state, 
part of an annual mass 
tree planting campaign to 
reduce carbon emissions 
and mitigate the effects of 
global climate change. 
Lawmakers, government 
officials and volunteers 
from social organizations 
swarmed riverbanks, farms, 
forests, schools and gov- 
emment buildings, plant- 
ing saplings at designated 
spots. The effort spans 
68,000 villages and 83,000 
forest sites in northern Uttar 
Pradesh state. 

India has pledged to keep 
a third of its total land area 
Under forest and tree cov- 
er, but a growing popula- 
tion and increasing de- 
mand for industrial projects 
has placed greater stress 
on the land. 

Social organizations plant- 
ed a large number of "pee- 
pal" trees (Ficus religiosa) in 
Lucknow, the state capital, 
which is recovering from a 
devastating surge of coro- 
navirus infections. 

"This tree is known to re- 
lease maximum oxygen. 
So this plant is the 'need 
of the hour,’ as we are re- 
minded of its importance 
after facing the oxygen 
shortage crisis when the 
outbreak was at its peak," 
said Shachindra Sharma, 


an activist. 

India, a country of nearly 
1.4 billion people, crossed 
the grim milestone on Fri- 
day of more than 400,000 
people lost to the coronavi- 
rus. That number is thought 
to be a vast undercount 
because of a lack of test- 
INg and reporting. 

New cases are on the 
decline after exceeding 
400,000 a day in May, but 
authorities are preparing 
for another possible wave 
and are trying to ramp 
Up vaccination. India on 
Sunday recorded 43,071 
new infections in the past 
24 hours, raising the total 
cases to 30.5 million. Uttar 
Pradesh state reported 128 
new cases in the same pe- 
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riod. 

"We are committed to in- 
creasing the forest cover of 
Uttar Pradesh state to over 
15% of the total land area 
in the next five years. In to- 
day's campaign, over 100 
million trees will be plant- 
ed," said Mano} Singh, a se- 
nior state forest official, 
Since the launch of the 
tree-planting drive four 
years ago, the forest cover 
of Uttar Pradesh — home 
to 230 million people — has 
gone up by more than 3%, 
compared to the nation- 
al average of 2.89%, said 
state Forest Minister Dara 
Singh Chauhan. 

The long-term survival of 
trees planted in such mass 
campaigns remains a con- 


cern. Usually, only 60% of 
saplings survive, with the 
rest succumbing to disease 
or lack of water, he said. 
India's federal government 
is encouraging all 28 states 
to expedite tree-planting 
drives to increase forest 
cover, part of commit- 
ments made at the 2015 
climate change summit in 
Paris. The government des- 
ignated more than $6.2 bil- 
lion for tree planting across 
the country, in keeping 
with its pledge to push In- 
dia's forest cover to 95 mil- 
lion hectares (235 million 
acres) by 2030.) 
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Vv HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Dogs on display: Museum fetes 200 years of cartoon canines 


By ANDREW WELSH-HUG- 
GINS 

Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — In 
a 1970 Beetle Bailey comic 
strio, the character known 
as Sarge berates his uni- 
form-wearing dog, Otto, for 
a paperwork mistake. 
“Think, Otto, think!!” Sarge 
Says. 

“We can't all be Snoopy,” 
a dejected Oto replies. 
This confluence of two icon- 
ic comic strio dogs is on ex- 
hibit along with dozens of 
other images at the world’s 
largest cartoon museum as 
part of a new presentation 
of the history of canines in 
the world of cartooning. 
“The Dog Show: Two Centu- 
ries of Canine Cartoons” at 
Ohio State University’s Billy 
Ireland Cartoon Library & 
Museum Is running through 
October. 

The genesis for the exhibit 
came when the late Brad 
Anderson, the creator of 
Marmaduke, donated his 
collection in 2018, including 
16,000 original Marmaduke 
cartoons from 1954 to 2010, 
other original art, business 
corresoondence, fan mail 
and books. That began a 
conversation about plumb- 
ing the depths of the mvu- 
seum’s extensive collection 
for dog-related images, 
according to Museum Co- 
ordinator Anne Drozd. 
“There were so many com- 
ic strios and magazine car- 
toons and comic books, 
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Anne Drozd, museum coordinator at Ohio State University's Billy lreland Cartoon Library Museum, 
stands at the entrance to the library's new exhibit, "The Dog Show," on Thursday, June 24, 2021, in 


Columbus, Ohio. 


and so many different ex- 
amples that have dogs 
in them,” Drozd said. “It 
seemed like a no brainer to 
bring everything together 
in one theme that so many 
people can relate to and 
love.” There are plenty of 
scene-stealing cats in car- 
toons, including Jim Davis’ 
Garfield and the stuffed fti- 
ger that comes fo life in Bill 
Watterson’'s “Calvin and 
Hobbes.” But dogs’ per- 
sonalities make them a per- 
fect fit for the comic strip 


form, said exhibit curator 
Brian Walker. “Dogs have 
that eagerness, they aim 
to please, so they actually 
make really good cartoon 
characters,” said Walker, a 
cartoonist and cartoon his- 
torian and the son of Mort 
Walker, the creator of Bee- 
tle Bailey. 

Though Otto first appeared 
in Beetle Bailey in 1956, he 
was a regular four-legged 
dog until around 1970 when 
Mort Walker anthropomor- 
ohized him, providing Otto 
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his own uniform and desk, 
likely thanks to the influ- 
ence of Snoopy in Charles 
Schutz’ Peanuts strip, Brian 
Walker said. 

The oldest image in the ex- 
hibit is a reprint of British art- 
ist George Cruikshank’s illus- 
tration of weather so bad 
it’s “raining cats and dogs.” 
Moving through the years, 
the exhibit includes well- 
known dogs like “Sandy” 
from Little Orphan Annie, 
“Daisy” from Blondie and 
“Dogbert” from Scott Ad- 
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ams’ Dilbert strip. George 
Booth’s scraggly New York- 
er magazine cartoon dogs 
show up, as well as images 
by alfernative newspaper 
cartoonist Lynda Barry, and 
Shary Flenniken’s “Trots and 
Bonnie,” about a girl and 
her talking dog that ap- 
peared in “National Lam- 
poon” from 1972 to 1990. 
There are well-known char- 
acters like “Dog Man” from 
the book series by cartoon- 
ist Dave Pilkey, but also 
lesser known mutts, includ- 
INg six strios from a 1940s 
Dick Tracy series featuring 
the appearance of a Boxer 
named “Mugg” that the fa- 
mous detective temporar- 
ily takes ownership of. 

The exhibit also includes a 
video highlighting animat- 
ed dogs such as Scooby- 
Doo, Huckleberry Hound, 
Underdog, Disney’s Pluto 
and Gooty, Slinky the Dog 
from the “Toy Story” mov- 
ies, and even Santa’s Little 
Heloer from “The Simp- 
sons.” 

Brian Walker said his fa- 
vorite image in the exhibit 
comes from the classic Dis- 
ney movie “Lady and the 
Tramp,” showing the scene 
where the dogs eat at an 
Italian restaurant. 

“They're both eating the 
same piece of spaghetti 
and their lios kind of come 
together and they fall 
in love,” Walker said. “It 
doesn't get much better 
than that.” 





H.E.R. among artists educating kids on civics in new series 





This image provided by Netflix shows a scene from the "Active 
Citizen" episode of "We The People," directed by Peter Ramsey 
and featuring the song "Change" by H.E.R. 


By JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — In addi- 
tion fo making great music, 
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H.E.R. wants to be an ac- 
tive citizen who empowers 
young people with infor- 
mation. 


The Grammy- and Oscar- 
winning recording — artist 
gets to do both in the new 
animated Netflix — series, 
“We the People.” 

Created by Chris Nee and 
produced by Barack and 
Michelle Obama, the 10- 
part series provides a range 
of civics lessons through 
three-minute music videos 
on topics that include the 
Bill of Rights, immigration, 
and the courts. It features 
award-winning artists Lin- 
Manuel Miranda, Brandi 
Carlisle, Bebe Rexha, and 
others. 

H.E.R. took on the “Active 
Citizenship” episode, writ- 
ing and performing the 
song, “Change.” It deals 
with teaching young pEeo- 


ple to get involved with Is- 
sues In the Community by 
volunteering, writing letters 
to elected officials, and 
peaceful protest. 

H.E.R. admits the idea to 
make music and educate 
seemed daunting at first. 

“| was like thinking about all 
these topics and how can | 
make this, like, cool? And, 
you know, it just started 
off with just saying exactly 
what It is: ‘Wrote a letter to 
the mayor can you hear 
me out.’ Like how would 
we really have a conversa- 
tlon about this with some- 
body who doesn’t neces- 
sarily understand,” she said. 
That made the process 
fun, while at the same time 
gratifying — she was edu- 


cating the viewer with im- 
portant information. 

The 23-year-old believes 
the importance of the sub- 
ject matter lies in the lack 
of understanding many citi- 
zens have when it comes 
to the rights and duties of 
citizenship. 

“| feel like sometimes things 
aren't taught on purpose,” 
the recording artist said. 
H.E.R. cited the power 
of artists like Bob Marley 
and Marvin Gaye when 
it comes to writing music 
about social justice. 

“(They) are saying things 
so simply. But we digest- 
ed them, and we really 
thought about the way 
that we live our lives based 
on this music,” she said.L] 
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Pogacar keeps control of Tour de France, Roglic drops out 


TIGNES, France (AP) — De- 
fending champion Tade|} 
Pogacar kept control of 
the Tour de France on a 
rain-soaked second day 
in the Alps as a crash-filled 
opening week took its toll 
on rivals on Sunday. 

"I'm sure a lot of guys suf- 
fered today," said Poga- 
car, who retained the race 
leader's yellow jersey by re- 
soonding when required in 
the ninth stage. 

Both last years runner-up 
Primoz Roglic and former 
overall leader Mathieu van 
der Poel dropped out of 
the race before the gru- 
eling 144.9-kilometer (90- 
mile) route from Cluses to 
Tignes.Australian rider Ben 
O'Connor won the stage 
after launching a_ solo 
break with 17 kilometers to 
go. Sergio Higuita was un- 
able to follow the 25-year- 
old as O'Connor powered 
up the Col du Pre for the 
finish at Tignes. 

O'Connor struggled to fight 
back tears after his first tour 
win. 

“Just to be taking part on 
the Tour de France in the 
first place is a dream. Then 
to achieve a victory like this 
one is excellent, a great 
reward to everyone who 
has supported me over the 
years, O'Connor said. ‘It's 
been a wild ride." 
O'Connor finished more 
than five minutes ahead 
of Mattia Cattaneo and 
Sonny Colbrelli. Pogacar 
resoonded to a late attack 
by Richard Carapaz to 
defend his overall lead by 
finishing sixth, just Over six 
minutes behind O'Connor. 
UAE Team Emirates rider 
Pogacar has a lead of 2:01 
over O'Connor in the gen- 
eral classification ahead of 
the first rest day on Mon- 
day. 

Pogacar had doubts fo- 
ward the end of the stage. 
"lL was scared that | might 
lose the yellow jersey just 
the day before the rest 
day, Pogacar said. ‘I'm 
happy to keep it." 

Van der Poel held the yel- 
low jersey for six days but 
relinquished it to Pogacar 
on Saturday. 

"We decided with the team 
that it's in my best interests 
to quit the race and focus 
on the Olympics now," the 


Dutch rider said after pull- 
Ing Out. 

Roglic crashed badly dur- 
ing Monday's third stage in 
the western Brittany region 
and had been struggling 
since. The Jumbo-Visma 
team said the Slovenian 
rider would focus on new 
goals. 

"We took the decision alll 
together with the team, it 
doesn't make sense to con- 
tinue," Roglic said. 

Roglic performed well in Fri- 
day's time trial, but suffered 
in the 151-kilometer (94- 
mile) route from Oyonnax 
to Le Grand-Bornand on 
Saturday, when Pogacar 
seized control of the race. 
Roglic was already almost 
40 minutes behind his com- 
patriot before Sunday's 
stage.) 


Everyday triple points 





1. ae | 
Stage winner Australia's Ben O'Connor leads as he climbs towards Tignes during the ninth stage of 
the Tour de France cycling race over 144.9 kilometers (90 miles) with start in Cluses and finish in 
Tignes, France, Sunday, July 4, 2021. 

Associated Press 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


ORCHID CASINO 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 


. 


— 


for you and your party. 


mas RESERVE your Private Table 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 


7 ~ ri i, 





MONDAY 5 ufl6|SPORTS 





ai 3 


Ohtani 


hits 31st homer, 








ties Matsui’s Japanese 





MLB HR record 
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Los Angeles Angels designated hitter Shohei Ohtani (17) reacts 






a an _ 


after swinging a strike during the first inning of a baseball game 
against the Baltimore Orioles Sunday, July 4, 2021, in Anaheim, 


Calif. 


By GREG BEACHAM 

AP Sports Writer 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Shohei Ohtani has hit his 
major league-leading 31st 
homer of the season for the 
Los Angeles Angels, tying 
Hideki Matsui’s record for 
the most homers in a Major 
League Baseball season by 
a Japanese-born player. 
Ohtani crushed a 459-foot 
solo shot off Baltimore's 
Thomas Eshelman in the 
third inning Sunday, clear- 
ing the ficus trees behind 
the center field fence. 

With his 14th homer in the 
last 17 games, the Halos’ 
two-way sensation tied the 
MLB homer record for Jap- 
anese-born players set by 
Matsul in 2004. 

Matsui needed 159 games 
to hit his 31 homers for the 
Yankees, while Ohtani has 
done it in just 81 games for 
the Angels while also mak- 
ing 12 starts on the mound. 
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Ohtani also extended his 
own major league record 
for the most homers in a 
season with at least 10 
games pitched. With his 
29th and 30th homer on 
Friday, Ohtani tied and 
passed Babe Ruth's previ- 
ous record of 29, setin 1919. 
Ohtani passed Mike Trout 
on Friday for the most hom- 
ers In Angels history before 
the All-Star break. He is also 
the first player in American 
League history to record 30 
homers and 10 stolen bases 
in his team’s first 81 games 
of a season. 

Ohtani was voted to his first 
major league All-Star team 
last week. 

The Angels led Baltimore 
4-0 after three innings. 
Ohtani’s next mound start 
is Tuesday night against 
Boston. It will be his final 
pitching performance be- 
fore the All-Star Game in 
Denver.) 
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Another isolation Cup celebration? 
Lightning would take it 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 

AP Hockey Writer 

Facing the prospect of a 
second consecutive Stan- 
ley Cup celebration in isola- 
tion in Canada, the Tampa 
Bay Lightning insist they're 
focused on completing a 
sweep of the Montreal Ca- 
nadiens and not the pros- 
pect of winning at home in 
front of friends and family. 
The Lightning can sweep 
the Canadiens out of the 
Cup Final in Game 4 Mon- 
day night. Family members 
were not given an exemp- 
tion by the Canadian gov- 
ernment to cross the border 
for the possible festivities, 
so it would be reminiscent 
of September when Tampa 
Bay won in the bubble in 
Edmonton, Alberta. 

"That (thought) will never 
sneak into our locker room," 
coach Jon Cooper said 
Sunday after an optional 
practice. ‘It's about win- 
ning. It's not about where 
you win. And that's all we 
care about.” 

Cooper and captain Ste- 
ven Stamkos said the team 
has learned from previous 
situations losing close-out 
games, and knows better 
than to take anything as 
a given in the playoffs. The 
Lightning lost to the Island- 
ers and Stars last year in the 
first chance to eliminate 
each opponent and did 
the same last round against 
the Isles. 

"We've been in this position 
before: We understand the 
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magnitude of the game," 
Stamkos said. "We're fo- 
cused on the start of next 
game. All those other things 
work themselves out. YOu 
never know what's going to 
happen in the course of a 
game or a series, so we're 
focused on our start next 
game.” 

That's a mature approach 
for a veteran group which 
has endured its share of 
bostseason heartbreak 
before breaking through. 
Each crushing loss in a 
game or series prepared 
the Lightning for this oppor- 
tunity. 

"There's a mindset that has 
developed with our group," 
Cooper said. ‘It's a learn- 
ing process to go through 
that. By no means does 
that guarantee any results 
on what's going to happen 
in (Game 4). But | know our 
mindset's different going 
into these games, in these 
close-out games, as they 
have in the past." 

A vast majority of players, 
coaches and _ staff also 
know what it's like To win 
the Cup in a quarantined 
bubble and then fly home 
to celebrate in Tampa. At 
least this time there will be 
some fans in the building. 
The uninvited guest for the 
Lightning's likely Stanley 
Cup party is named Elsa, 
the tropical storm track- 
ing toward Florida and 
scheduled to make landfall 
sometime Tuesday. Stam- 
kos and Co. are worried 


about hockey first with an 
eye on wrapping this series 
Up and getting home be- 
fore the storm. 

“Both teams understand 
the situation that they're 
in, Stamkos said. "We're 
excited for the challenge, 
and all those things will 
take care of itself. Obvi- 
ously a couple wrinkles with 
the situation that we're in 
here in Canada and then 
the storm back home. We 
want to make sure every- 
one's safe, but at the same 
time this group is focused 
on the game." 

LINEUP QUESTIONS 

A tweak to Montreal's pow- 
er-olay units at practice 
could foreshadow at least 
one lineup change for a 
desperate team _ facing 
elimination. Defenseman 
Jeff Petry replaced Erik 
Gustafsson, which could 
mean Gustafsson being a 
healthy scratch with Alex- 
ander Romanov or Breit 
Kulak drawing in. 

"We just went out, we knew 
we were going fo work on 
the power play and that's 
the units they drew up," 
Petry said. ‘That's the unit 
I've worked with before." 
When Cooper was asked 
for the daily update on 
injured forward Alex Kil- 
lorn, who has missed the 
past two games, he joked: 
“How does that work¢e Do 
you guys like rock paper 
scissorse’ Then he parrot- 
ed Ducharme's "We'll see" 
resoonse.|_) 
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